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Description: A data set designed to provide a cross-sectional description of health,
mental, and social status of the oldest-old segment of the elderly population in Israel, and
to serve as a baseline for a multiple-stage research program to correlate demographic,
health, and functional status with subsequent mortality, selected morbidity, and
institutionalization. Study data are based on a sample of Jewish subjects aged 75+, alive
and living in Israel on January 1, 1989, randomly selected from the National Population
Register (NPR), a complete listing of the Israeli population maintained by the Ministry of
the Interior. The NPR is updated on a routine basis with births, deaths, and in and out
migration, and corrected by linkage with census data. The sample was stratified by age
(five 5-year age groups: 75-79, 80-84, 85-89, 90-94, 95+), sex, and place of birth (Israel,
Asia-Africa, Europe-America). One hundred subjects were randomly selected in each of
the 30 strata. However, there were less than 100 individuals of each sex aged 95+ born in
Israel, so all were selected for the sample. The total group included 2,891 individuals living
both in the community and in institutions. A total of 1,820 (76%) of the 75-94 age group
were interviewed during 1989-1992. An additional cognitive exam (Folstein) and a 24-hour
dietary recall interview were added in the second round. Kibbutz Residents Sample The
kibbutz is a social and economic unit based on equality among members, common
property and work, collaborative consumption, and democracy in decision making. There
are 250 kibbutzim in Israel, and their population constitutes about 3% of the country''s total
population. All kibbutz residents in the country aged 85+, both members and parents, were
selected for interviewing, of whom 80.4% (n=652) were interviewed. A matched sample
aged 75-84 was selected, and 85.9% (n=674) were successfully interviewed. The original
interview took approximately two hours to administer, and collected extensive information
concerning the socio-demographic, physical, health, functioning, life events (including
Holocaust), depression, mental status, and social network characteristics of the sample.
The questionnaire used for kibbutz residents in the follow-up interview is identical to that
utilized in the national random sample. Data Availability: Mortality data for both the
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national and kibbutz samples are available for analysis as a result of the linkage to the
NPR file updated as of June 2000. The fieldwork for first follow up was completed as of
September 1994 and for the second follow up as of December 2002. The data file of the
three phases of the study is ready for analysis. * Dates of Study: 1989-1992 * Study
Features: Longitudinal, International * Sample Size: 2,891
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