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Description: The NTP is an interagency program whose mission is to evaluate agents of
public health concern by developing and applying tools of modern toxicology and
molecular biology. The program maintains an objective, science-based approach in
dealing with critical issues in toxicology and is committed to using the best science
available to prioritize, design, conduct, and interpret its studies. To that end, the NTP is
continually evolving to remain at the cutting edge of scientific research and to develop and
apply new technologies. More than 80,000 chemicals are registered for use in the United
States. Each year, an estimated 2,000 new ones are introduced for use in such everyday
items as foods, personal care products, prescription drugs, household cleaners, and lawn
care products. We do not know the effects of many of these chemicals on our health, yet
we may be exposed to them while manufacturing, distributing, using, and disposing of
them or when they become pollutants in our air, water, or soil. Relatively few chemicals
are thought to pose a significant risk to human health. However, safeguarding public
health depends on identifying both what the effects of these chemicals are and at what
levels of exposure they may become hazardous to humansthat is, understanding their
toxicology. The program was created as a cooperative effort to: 1. Coordinate toxicology
testing programs within the federal government. 2. Strengthen the science base in
toxicology. 3. Develop and validate improved testing methods. 4. Provide information
about potentially toxic chemicals to health, regulatory, and research agencies, scientific
and medical communities, and the public. The need for a program like the NTP arose
because of increasing scientific, regulatory, and Congressional concerns about the human
health effects of chemical agents in our environment. Many human diseases were thought
to be directly or indirectly related to chemical exposures; therefore, it was thought that
decreasing or eliminating human exposures to those chemicals would help prevent some
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human disease and disability. Testing Information The NTP is an interagency program
whose mission is to evaluate agents of public health concern by developing and applying
the tools of modern toxicology and molecular biology. This involves conducting
toxicological evaluations of substances of public health concern, developing and validating
improved (sensitive, specific, rapid) testing methods, developing approaches and
generating data to strengthen the science base for risk assessment, and communicating
with all stakeholders. The NTP plays a critical role in providing needed scientific data,
interpretations, and guidance concerning the appropriate uses of data to regulatory
agencies and other groups involved with health-related research. Through its interactive
relationship with regulatory agencies, the NTP plays an indirect, but important role in
shaping public health policy. Study Data Searches The National Toxicology Program
makes available data from more than 500 two-year, two species, toxicology and
carcinogenesis studies collected by the NTP and its predecessor, the National Cancer
Institute's Carcinogenesis Testing Program, are stored in a database at NIEHS. The NTP
database also contains the results collected on approximately 300 toxicity studies from
shorter duration tests and from genetic toxicity studies, which includes both in vitro and in
vivo tests. In addition, test data from the immunotoxicity, developmental toxicity and
reproductive toxicity studies are continually being added to this database. Partnerships
Through relationships with regulatory agencies, the NTP has an indirect role in shaping
public health policy. Federal and state government agencies rely on the scientific
knowledge and its interpretation provided by the NTP to make credible decisions that
protect public health and the environment. The NTP also plays a critical role in: 1.
Fostering interagency collaborations in research and exposure assessment 2. Providing
information to regulatory agencies about alternative methods for toxicity testing,
interpretation 3. Exploring new technologies for evaluating how environmental agents
cause disease NTP conferences and workshops provide an opportunity for researchers,
regulatory, policy makers, and the public to examine issues together, exchange
information, and reach agreement on future directions of toxicology and risk assessment.
Postdoctoral Training Program Opportunities Applied Toxicology and Carcinogenesis
Training Program Fellowship in Toxicological Pathology Fellowship in Laboratory Animal
Medicine
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Ratings and Alerts

No rating or validation information has been found for National Toxicology Program:
Department of Health and Human Services.

No alerts have been found for National Toxicology Program: Department of Health and
Human Services.

Data and Source Information

Source: SciCrunch Registry
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