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Resource Information

URL: http://www.thebrainproject.org/

Proper Citation: Sarah Jane Brain Project (RRID:SCR_000620)

Description: The Mission of the Sarah Jane Brain Project is to create a model system of
care for children and young adults suffering from all Pediatric Acquired Brain Injuries in
order to advance our knowledge of the brain fifty years over the next five years! As a
father of a child suffering from a Pediatric Acquired Brain Injury (PABI), | have spent
countless hours searching the internet and speaking with Sarah Jane's development team
(doctors, therapists and other professionals) trying to improve the development of my
daughter. What | found was that while there are a countless number of wonderful and
informative prevention sites for Shaken Baby Syndrome and advocacy sites for brain
injuries, there is no one centralized resource for research and rehabilitation for PABI.
Furthermore, many of the issues families and children face are the same whether the
brain injury was caused by a car crash, a sports-related concussion, an assault or by a
tumor. No one person or organization has all the answers to the questions that parents of
children suffering from PABI face. Yet through my own experience, | learned that the
coordination and dissemination of Sarah Jane's medical and therapy records and data in
an orderly manner greatly helps her development team better help her. These wonderful
individuals are constantly looking for additional ways to improve Sarah Jane's progress by
speaking with their colleagues, reading literature on brain injury, and collaborating with
other parents. But they all admit there is a considerable amount that still needs to be
learned about the human brain, particularly the developing brain. The field of neuroscience
today is similar to the computer science field of the 1950s and 1960s: you have a diverse
group of very smart people working independently of one another throughout the United
States and the world, yet few know what the others are doing behind closed doors. Fast-
forward 50 years and many of the breakthroughs in the computer industry have been
made utilizing the principles of open source a research method that promotes free and
open access to the design and production of goods and knowledge. Its use was made
well-known through the creation of the Linux computer operating system, in which
professionals share knowledge to make corrections and fix problems. Open source is
commonly used by millions of people today through the Wikipedia online free
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encyclopedia, a collection of public entries on established subjects that allows anyone to
make additions or corrections. The National Institute of Mental Health launched The
Human Brain Project in 1993 to develop and support the new science of neuro-
informatics. From this initiative, it became obvious what needed to be done. That's why we
created the Sarah Jane Brain Virtual Center of Excellence an ecosystem for professionals
and families dealing with PABI around the world and a vehicle to help implement the PABI
Plan by establishing a model system for PABI.
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Ratings and Alerts
No rating or validation information has been found for Sarah Jane Brain Project.
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